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“Bangladesh has been a secular Muslim state since its

independence from Pakistan and founding by Shaikh

Mujibur Rahman in 1971. While its short history has
been full of military coup d’etats, it has always retumed
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to its roots as a secular democratic state. There are
however, new signs of a shift towards a growing
[slamism that could jeopardize the sanctity of
secularism in the country. While the govemning
construct’s legitimacy is suffering politically from the
past two years of emergency military rule, Islamism
may be the biggest threat to the country’s constitution
and secular under?innings. As elections are scheduled
for December 18" and the major two political parties
jostle over the country’s future, each party’s vision for
the proper mix of Islam and government will be at
forefront. Rahman’s Awami League has long been the
standard bearer of secularism and if elected it could roll
back the growing tide of Islamism in Bangladesh. The
Awami League must, however, implement -certain
changes to pro-actively check this Islamism if it hopes
to secure long lasting secularism and democracy. If
successful, an Awamt League-led Bangladesh could be
the global example of secular governance in a Muslim
country.”*
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