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“More than this, Islam can teach us today a way of understanding and
living in the world which Christianity itself is the poorer for having lost.
At the heart of Islam is its preservation of an integral view of the
Universe. Islam-like Buddhism and Hinduism refuses to separate man
and nature, religion and science, mind and matter, and has preserved a
metaphysical and unified view of ourselves and the world around us. At
the core of Christianity, there still lies an integral view of the sanctity of
the world and clear sense of the trusteeship and responsibility given to us
for our natural surroundings.

But the west gradually, lost this integrated vision of the world with
Copernicus and Descartes and the coming of scientific revolution. A
comprehensive philosophy of nature is no longer part of our everyday
beliefs. I cannot help feeling that, if we could now only rediscover that
earlier, all embracing approach to the world around us, to see and
understand its deeper meaning, we could begin to get away from the
increasing tendency in the west to live on the surface of our
surroundings, where we study our world in order to manipulate and
dominate it, turning harmony and beauty into disequilibrium and chaos.”
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